Bundy  faces  kidnaping  charge 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  (AP)  -  Theodore 
R.  Bundy  was  bound  over  for  district 
court  trial  on  a  charge  of  aggravated 
kidnaping  Wednesday  by  a  city  court 
judge  who  said  he  found  no  support  for 
a  second  charge  of  attempted  criminal 
homicide. 

Judge  Paul  Grant  said  later  this  had 
the  effect  of  dismissing  the  second 
charge,  which  he  attributed  largely  to 
pressures  on  the  prosecution  resulting 
from  press  coverage  of  Bundy. 

Bundy,  29,  a  Tacoma,  Wash.,  native 
and  former  political  worker  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  campaign  of  Gov.  Dan  Evans  of 
Washington,  is  accused  in  the  alleged 
abduction  of  Carol  DaRonch,  18,  on 
Nov.  8,  1974.  She  was  handcuffed  and 
forced  into  a  car  at  a  shopping  mall,  but 
later  escaped  and  authorities  said  she 


identified  Bundy  at  a  lineup. 

After  speaking  about  press  freedom 
and  responsibility  and  complaining  of 
receiving  vitriolic  letters  from  Wash¬ 
ington,  Grant  said  that  it  was  the 
court’s  finding  that  an  aggravated  kid¬ 
naping  did  occur  and  there  was  “rea¬ 
sonable  cause  to  believe  the  defendant 
committed  such  a  crime.” 

Aggravated  kidnaping  is  a  felony  of 
the  first  degree  punishable  by  a  prison 
term  of  five  years  to  life. 

He  set  Dec.  12  for  the  arraignment  in 
district  court,  and  spoke  again  about 
news  responsibility. 

Asked  by  the  prosecutor  about  the 
second  charge,  Grant  said  the  court  did 
not  find  “reasonable  cause  to  believe 
the  crime  of  attempted  criminal  homi¬ 
cide”  had  occurred. 


He  said  there  was  evidence  of  aggra¬ 
vated  assault  which  is  an  essential  part 
of  a  charge  of  aggravated  kidnaping.  * 
Bundy,  who  has  been  investigated  in 
abduction-murders  in  Washington,  Col¬ 
orado  and  Utah,  was  taken  by  his  at¬ 
torney  out  a  back  exit  of  the  courtroom. 

Before  Grant  entered  the  courtroom, 
Bundy  appeared  more  nervous  than  he 
had  at  the  preliminary  hearing  Friday,  i 
which  was  closed  to  press  and  public  by  * 
defense  request,  and  when  he  appeared 
Monday  for  arguments  on  defense  mo¬ 
tions. 
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2  men  arrested  in  pot  seizure 


PAGOSA SPRINGS, Colo.  (AP)  -Two 
Arizona  men  were  arrested  and  sus¬ 
pected  marijuana  valued  at  $40,000  was 
seized  Saturday  following  a  highway  ac¬ 
cident  west  of  here,  the  Colorado  State 
Patrol  said. 

The  men  were  identified  as  James 
Douglas  Platt,  25,  and  Alan  Reed  Jef- 
fress,  25,  both  of  Phoenix. 

Platt,  the  driver  of  the  vehicle,  was 
under  guard  in  satisfactory  condition  at 
a  Durango,  Colo.,  hospital  after  his 
house  trailer  ran  off  U.S.  160  on  a  patch 
of  ice  and  overturned  18  miles  from 
here. 

Sgt.  Roger  C.  Brown  said  Jeffress,  a 
passenger,  fled  the  scene  and  was  ar¬ 


rested  three  hours  later  after  patrol  offi¬ 
cers  and  Archuleta  County  Sheriff’s  offi¬ 
cers  tracked  him  through  the  snow.  \ 
Brown  said  150  pounds  of  paper-  i 
wrapped  suspected  marijuana  was  * 
seized  from  the  overturned  vehicle.  1' 
The  district  attorney’s  office  is  in-  \ 
vestigating,  Brown  said.  i 
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CREDIT-CARD  RECEIPTS  STUDIED 
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Student  Placed  Near  Murder  Scene 


By  JAY  WHEARLEY 
Denver  Post  Staff  Writer 

Copyright  1975,  The  Denver  Post,  Inc. 

There  is  circumstantial  evidence  plac¬ 
ing  a  28-year-old  Utah  law  student  in  the 
Aspen  area  when  a  vacationing  nurse  was 
slain  there  in  January— and  also  on  the 
Western  Slope  when  two  Colorado  women 
disappeared  mysteriously  there  in  March 
and  April. 

The  Denver  Post  has  learned,  addi¬ 
tionally,  that  investigators  have  uncov¬ 
ered  enough  similarities  between  those 
cases  and  two  other  murders  on  the  East¬ 
ern  Slope  to  support  a  single-suspect 
theory,  according  to  knowledgeable 
sources. 

The  Colorado  cases  fit  a  pattern  of 
slayings  that  originated  in  Seattle,  Wash., 
in  January  1974,  suddenly  stopped  there 
eight  months  later  and  then  began  in 
Utah  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  The  first 
suspected  Colorado  case  in  the  pattern 
occurred  last  January. 

AT  LEAST  11  SLAIN 

At  least  11  women  in  the  three  Western 
states  have  been  killed  under  remarkably 
similar  circumstances,  and  there  are  six 
possible  victims  listed  as  missing  who 


police  sources  privately  presume  are 
dead. 

In  a  joint  investigation  with  the  Seattle 
Times,  The  Post  has  learned  that  authori¬ 
ties  probing  the  murders  and  missing-per¬ 
sons  cases  have  focused  their  attention  on 
a  man  now  being  held  in  lieu  of  $100,000 
bond  in  Salt  Lake  City.  The  man  was  ar¬ 
rested  earlier  this  month  for  attempted 
murder  and  kidnaping. 

Three  independent  sources  have  con¬ 
firmed  that  an  oil  company  credit  card 
belonging  to  the  Salt  Lake  City  suspect 
was  used  Jan.  12  in  Aspen,  March  15  in 
Dillon  and  April  6  in  Grand  Junction. 

Those  dates  correspond  with  the  abduc¬ 
tion  of  Miss  Caryn  Campbell,  a  Dearborn, 
Mich.,  nurse  who  was  on  a  ski  holiday  in 
Aspen  with  her  fiance,  and  later  was 
found  murdered,  and  the  disappearance 
of  Miss  Julie  Cunningham  and 
Denise  Lynn  Oliverson. 

LEFT  RESTAURANT 

On  Jan.  12,  Miss  Cam\ 
self  from  a  table  in  a  re 
mass  and  told  her  fianc 
to  her  room  to  get  a  ma^ 
fhp  last  timp  she  was  see 


Her  nude,  frozen  body  was  found  Feb. 
17  along  a  road  near  the  ski  area.  She 
had.  suffered  severe  blows  on  the  head, 
and  her  body  bore  marks  indicating  her 
hands  had  been  tied  behind  her  and  that 
she  h^d  been  thrown  from  a  car. 

Miss  Cunningham  last  was  seen  walk¬ 
ing  near  her  Vail  apartment  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  March  15.  The  26-year-old  ski  shop 
employe  apparently  had  told  no  one  of 
plans  to  leave,  and  all  h~r  personal 
belongings,  clothing  and  car  were  left  in 
Vail. 

Search  parties  have  scoured  the  rugged 
area  around  the  ski  village  without  find¬ 
ing  a  trace  of  the  young  woman. 

Vail  is  about  30  miles  from  Dillon. 


Mrs.  Oh  verson  last  was  seen  April  61 
riding  her  bicycle  less  than  a  block  from 
her  Grand  Junction  home.  Her  bicycle 
and  shoes  were  found  the  next  day  about 
a  half  mile  from  her  home. 

SIGNATURE  STUDIED 
Police  sources  revealed  that  the  signa¬ 
ture  on  credit  card  receipts  appears  to  be 
that  of  the  suspect  and  that  the  driver’s 
license  number  recorded  on  the  slips  is 
registered  to  him.  Also,  sources  said,  a 
man  matching  the  suspect’s  description 
was  seen  in  the  Grand  Junction  and 
Aspen  areas  on  or  about  the  times  of  the 
murder  and  disappearance.  * 

The  suspect,  Theodore  Robert  Bundy, 
Continued  on  page  18. 
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Escaped  kidnaper  Bundy  eludes 
helicopter,  hounds,  manhunters 
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